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Oear Readers, 


Irwas.a ninth grade student in Arlington, Virginia, 
wiho put this question to the president of USA: “Ifycu 
could tave dinner with anyone dead or alive, wo 
would it be?" 

Pat came the reply from Mr.Obama : “You know | 
think it might be Gandhi, who is a real hero of mine. It 
‘would probably be a really small meal because he 
(Gandh ) did not eat a lot.” 

True, Gandhiji ate very little; but the simple meal 
‘was nourishing. It kept him healthy enough to with- 
‘stand even the rigours of long days of fasting. Ke 
promised to live for 125 years and would have kept 
his word, if only an assassins bullet had not snatched 
him away from us 


Gandhij’s eating habits is just one among the 
many things we have to learn from him. Certainly ths 
is not what made him a hero in the eyes of Obama. It 
is his concept of non-violence and satyagraha which 
caught the imagination of Martin Luther King and his 
struggle based on these principles brought equal rghis 
to the blacks in USA. Today Obama is the fist black 
president of that country. Its a matter of pride to us 
that Gandhiji’s principles which brought us freedom, 
have he'ped the down trodden in other countries tou. 

So, let us pay homage to the father of the nation 
‘on October 2, but let us also try to learn more about 
Gandhian principles and try to put them to practise. 

Editor 


Mr.Qbama’s Hero!, 
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Urbanization may be termed as the 
mass movement of rural population to 
urban areas. ‘Its impact on the city's 
population has not been uniform 
People move to urban areas mainly 
because of availability of better 
transport, health and educational 
facilities, Another major reason for this 
migration is in search of jobs and better 
business opportunities, 

Today, it is an acknowledged fact 
that most of the major metros and 
cities have become over crowded. The 
average avalabily of living area per 
person is too less as there is aconstant 
influx of people from rural areas 
without any reverse outflow. Pollution 
has reached alarming levels as the 
increase in the city’s population has put 
more vehicles on the road, in turn 
leading to major health problems, The 
increasing urban population has also 
Created the problem of waste disposal, 


which is a big challenge. Most of the 
cities also have to deal with energy 
crisis including shortage of fuel 
cooking gas and long power cuts. 

One advantage of urbanization is the 
availabilty o thousands of efficient and 
energetic men and women for all 
sectors of the job market thereby 
boosting economic growth, But the fall 
out of this is unemployment and 
underemployment, especially when the 
number of job seekers is far more than 
the number of vacancies, The gap 
between the haves and the have nots 
has increased considerably, erupting in 
sporadic incidents of violence and 
social unrest. 

It is in our interest to create more 
job opportunities in ural areas and also 
increase the infrastructural facilities 
throughout the country 

+ J.Sriram, KV ~IIT, 
Chennai 





woe 


INTRODUCTION 
Mountaineering, 
though termed as a modem 
sport, is definitely not so 
for us Indians for we have 
been climbing hills and 
mountains from centuries 
as a part of our religious 
pilgrimage. Lord Shiva, 
one of the foremost deities 
| of Hindus has his abode at 
| Mt.Kailash. Badrinath, 
Kedarnath, Amarnath, 
Vaishnodevi are all very 
important places of 
pilgrimage for the Hindus 
J and are located in the 
Northern mountain ranges 
} and these places are visited 
J) by tens of thousands of 
B) devout every year, Tirupathi anu 
MY Palani are comparatively smaller 
| hills but are also a part of the 
| visited pilgrimage spots in India. In 
J fact, adventure tourism and 
I pilgrimage went hand in hand and 
thus satisfied man’s inner urge for 
physical, mental and spiritual 
)) satisfaction. 





most 





Today, mountaineering has 
emerged as the ultimate adventure 
sport wherein men and women 
undergo rigorous physical and 
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mental training to climb 
some of the highest 
peaks on earth under 
most severe weather 
conditions. This is 
indeed a challenging 
and of course, rewarding 
experience if accom- 





THE SEVEN 
SUMMITS 


‘There are a number of 
hills and mountains in 
varying degrees of height 
and temperature 
scattered around the 


world catering to everybody's n 
and adventure and 
climbing. But for experienced ard 
professional climbers, there are a few 
8000+ mts peaks which pose an 
eternal challenge. The most 
famous seven summits on every 
mountaineer’s wish list are 
the Mt.Everest (India/Nepa'), 
Aconcagua (Argentina), Carstensz 
Pyramid (Indonesia/Australia), 
Denali (Alaska), Elbrus(Russia), 
Kilimanjaro (Tanzania), and 
MLVinson (Antartica). These are 
the highest peaks in each continent 


love for 











and pose the ultimate challenge for 
any mountaineer and test their 
endurance skill, physical fitness and 
mental strength 


EXPEDITION TO THE 
EVEREST 

The British were the first to 
establish the fact that Mt.Everest was 
the highest peak in the world 
Initially it was known as Peak XV 
and was named Mt.Everest after 
George Everest, the Surveyor 
General of India during the 1850s. 
Various climbers led many 
unsuccessful expeditions to scale the 





peak but Edmund Hillary and 



















“Hillary and 





Tenzing Norgay 
were the first 

successful 

mountaineers to 

climb the 8848 mts tall Mt.Everest 
‘on 29 May, 1953. 


PHYSICAL 
AND 
MENTAL FITNESS 

Mountain climbing demands a 
very high degree of fitness as the 
physical hardship and the dangers 
involved are often very great. 
Physical and mental preparations are 
the most important prerequisites for 
any kind of mountaineering activity. 
Failure to be adequately prepared 
will land the climber as well as 
his team in great risks. 
Preparation for mountaineering 
starts atleast six to eight months prior 
to any major climb. Climbing 
smaller peaks do not require the 
same amount of preparation. In fact, 
they sometimes serve as trials for the 
ultimate climb, 


A climber must be able to carry 
a load of 20-30 kgs for a period of 
5-8 hours for successive days, 
depending on the peak which he 
wants to scale. Practise for this 
involves 3-4 hours of 10-15 km, 
walk on uneven terrain with 
12-15 kgs load in backpack for at 








‘October 2009 GoKULAM 5 


| 


| 





















least 3 days a week. Running, hiking 
and climbing stairs with a heavy 
back pack are all good forms of 
preparatory exercise. As one goes 
higher and higher, there is lesser 
amount of oxygen. Hence, | 
to breathe properly is also very 
crucial, The body has to be 
conditioned to use en 
effectively. Other than this, sound 
knowledge of rope work, knots, use 
of crampons, ice axe and advanced 
skills of navigation are lso 
necessary. 





eaming 





oxy 





Mountaineers have to face low 
temperatures, extreme cold, F 
winds, avalanches, blizzards and 
lack of oxygen in addition to physical 
exhaustion. Also, some peaks 
demand greater technical climbing 











ae 
skills. For example, K2, is much 
more difficult to navigate in 
comparison to Mt.Everest, the 
highest peak. A climber should also 
be well equipped to handle 
mountaineering equipment and 
should also be thorough in high- 
altitude survival as well as first-aid 
techniques. One small slip and 
instead of reaching the summit, & 
mountaineer may plunge to the 
depths. 


Tn addition to being in top 
physical form, scaling high peaks 
require a very high degree of positive 
attitude and mental strength. It is 
often said that for reaching the 
summit, the physical bady 
contributes a mere fifty percent. 
The rest is your mental attitude, 
whole hearted dedication und 
determination. Many climbers 
have claimed that it is their mind 
which carried them through the 
expedition when their body had 
given up. It is also necessary 10 
possess a calm and poised mind, 
whatever the situation may be. In 
addition to physical training, a 
climber must also constantly indulge 
in self motivation. 
















A good sense of judgment, quick 
thinking and decision making abi ity 
are also indispensable to a 
mountaineer. In short, a climber has 


ib SSS a 





lo possess strength, power, 
endurance, balance, agil 
flexibility and acclimatization skills. 
‘The mind should also be constantly 
trained to focus on the ultimate goal 





EQUIPMENT, 
CLOTHING AND 
GEAR 

Different types 
require varying types of equipment 
Some of the basic requirements 
include ropes, harnesses, sleeping 
bugs, tents, backpacks, map, 
compass, whistle, first aid kit 
waterproof pants and jackets 
woollens, gloves, sunglasses, 
trekking pole and of course, food and 
water. In ice mountaineering, a 
climber should also ¢; 





of mountaineering 








ry snow 


shovel, snow anchor, ice axes, snow 









boots, and crampons. 
The type of clothing to be worn 
on these expeditions depend on the 
‘weather conditions of the respective 
mountains. The ‘costume’ is usually 
of several ‘layers’, Ice 
mountaineering will require super 
insulation layer, shell layer, 
insulation layer and base layer while 
rocky mountaineering may not 
require such heavy clothing. A 
mountaineer should also protect 
himself from snow blindness, | 
frostbite, and sun burn during the - 
. 














expedition, The local authorities of 
the state should also be kept 
informed of the route a mountaineer 
takes, in order to facilitate quick 
rescue operations, if needed 


CHILDREN 
AND 
MOUNTAINEERING 


Most of the cities have indoor 
rock climbing classes which teach 
young children the basic lessons of 
mountaineering. Other than this, 
there are many organizations which 
conduct trekking and hiking camps, 
especially for children, where they 
can gain some amount of experience 
in climbing and life surviving skills 
and develop physical as well as 
‘mental stamina, So, its time to pick 
up your back pack and start on your 
own expedition! 
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Tama great fan of Gokulam which 
is a superb magazine. Viewpoint is 
an excellent feature where we can 
\write our own opinion fearlessly. My 
favourite sections are Grandmaworm, 
‘Ask the Doc and Billu. Please bring 
back HP Zone and do publish posters 
of sports personalities every month. 

-S.Aparna, Holy Angels ISC 
School, Nanthencode, Kerala 


Tam anew reader of Gokulam 
and as I started reading it, 
got more and more involved 
and interested init. Itis very 
informative and I promise 
never to miss a single issue. 

= HShilpa, Std.VI, 
Angappa CBSE 

School, Coimbatore 
(Dear Shilpa, thanks 
for your interest 
‘and enthusiasm. ~ 
Editor) 


Gokulam recently 
and I find it to be simply fabulous and 
fantastic. The magazine is full of 
articles by students and the views 
expressed by them are enterprising. 1 
eagerly wait for the nextissue. Could 
you please make ita fortnightly? 
- MSwarnalakshmi, Std.X11, 
Jawahar H.S.S., Chennai 


His, lamApamaand an ardent fan 
of Gokulam. I have been reading it 
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for the past three years. I have 
improved my English language skills 
by reading this magazine regularly. 1 
am proud of Gokulam and thank the 
entire team for bringing out such a 
fantastic magazine. 
- V.Aparna, Std.XI, St.Joseph's 
Convent H.SS., Nagercoil 


The Augustissue of Gokulam was 
fantastic. 1 especially 
Adventures of Sitamma, the 

Cover Story. Focus Light 
and Effendi, Gokulkm 
is very interesting and 
1 would buy it even if, 
itecosts ten times more! 

~ Puranjan Dev, 
Std.V1, 

Buxi Jagabandhu 
English Medium School, 
Bhubaneswar 





T read a lot of magazines but the 
e which attracted me the 
lam, love to go through 
also insisted that my 
friends and cousins read this 
‘magazine, and now they too love it. I 
finish reading the whole issue with n 
a week. Gokulam is my best frienc! 
~ R.Nagavarsha, 

Std.IX, Maharshi Public School, 
Mysore 








Dear Editor, 1 thank you for 
publishing my article. I was really 
surprised when I received my first 
prize money and certificate. 1 like 
‘Viewpoint and Billu. I have also made 
three pen pals from Srilanka, 
Hyderabad and Trichy. Could you 






please include some more 
competitions? 
- V.N.Prathap, Std. 
SBOA MHSS, Chennai 


Tam yetto receive my prize money 
for my viewpoint published in August 
issue. What isthe reason for the delay”? 

-Ammar Ali Kolkar, Std.VIL, 
‘Touheed English Medium School, 
Udupi 

(Dear readers, as it takes us more 
than a month to do the processing, we 
request you to wait for 5 weeks from 
the date of publishing to receive the 
prize money. Lam sure you must have 
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T came to know You to 
about Gokulam from | SUS) 

my friend and when 
1 read it, I realized 

that it had many activities for children, 

like Gokulam Poster and Viewpoint 

very much, Children can win a lot of 

prizes by contributing to Gokulam. It 

ismow one of my favourite magazines, 

- PAnjana, 

Std.VI, 

Holy Angels ISC School, 

‘Thiruvananthapuram 


Gokulam isa wonderful book for 
such a low cost, Iam a regular reader 
and wish you would publish a poster 
of Michael Jackson. 





- N.Kishore, 
Std.V11, Montfort School, 
‘Trichy 










received your prize money by now, 
Ammar! -Editor) 


Tam anew reader of Gokulam and 
I feel that itis the best magazine for 
children. It has interesting stories, 
jokes and articles. I thank the editorial 
team for giving us such a fabulous 
magazine 





ri Raksha, Std.1X, 
Banasawadi, Bengalooru 


| 














loth exams 


The August month question 
regarding the tenth class board 
exams threw up some surprising 
results. While parents and the 
Education Ministry felt that the 
tenth board exams might be a 
burden to the children, the 
students themselves didn’t seem to 
think so, While we expected most 
students to express relief over the 
announcement, in direct contrast, 
the vast majority of the letters we 
received expressed indignation 
and angst over the proposal, It is 
indeed heartening to note that 
most of our students are ready to 
face the challenge and tackle the 
exams head on, Way to go....Best 
of Luck! 
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No. board exams are a must for 


Ye may be Ophional ihe students of tenth standard, 


Making it optional is not a good 
move as students will not putin their 
best effort if they have to give exems 
at school level. Many will approach 
their exams with a casual attitude. 
Bourd exams are the motivating 
force which compel students to work 
hard. 








= Rana Saha, Std.VI, Nibedita HS, 
Hooghly; Balaji Venkatesan, Std.V1, 


rite 


Model English School, Dombivli East; 









Manisha, Std. X, KV-2, Kharaghpur; 
Ajay Ashok, Std. XI, St. Michoel’s 
Academy; S.N.R-Aravindh, Std. XI, 





BVB MHS, Erode; Vishishtha Upul, 
‘Std.VIL, DAV Public School, Ranchi; 
‘Smruti Sudha Behera, Std. XI, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Rourkela 





Tra student does not write the 10" 
board exams, how will he have the 
experience to tackle the all important 
12" exams? As they will have no 
exposure to the public exam system, 
students will face a lot of difficulty 
in preparing for the 12" boards, 

~ P.Nellai Kumar, Std. VIII, National: 

Model MHSS, Coimbatore; 

National Public 
i.K, Std IX, 
‘Cheran MHSS, Karur; 

Maanasa Natrajan, Std.VI, Jnanodaya 
‘School, Bengalooru; 








‘Aarthi Muthakumar, Std.VIIL, 
Gitanjali Devashray, Secuderabad: 
Sai Pradeep, SuL.IX, PS Sr. Sec. 
‘School, Chennai; R.Aaditya Ramasamy, 
Std.VIIL, Montfort School, Trichy 





Life cannot be lived without 
difficulties and competitions 
Children should lear to work hard 
and face challenges from an early 
age. 
~- M.Jayashree, Std.X, KV-I 

Sparsa Chowdary, Std.1X 









Chennai; 
Bhashyam 


Public School, Vishakapatnam: Yazh 
Anbumani, Std.X, Kalaimagal Kaly 
Nilayam, Erode 





The 10" board exams are just a 
preliminary for the upcoming 12* 
exams, which are more critical, The 
students will gain confidence and 
experience to face other public and 
competitive exams if they are made 
to write the board exams in the 10° 
standard 















td. VIL, Avila 
|. Coimbatore; Nayana.B, 


Not to Write? 


Std.VIII, ISC School, 


Nanthencode; 





PS.Karthigeyan, 
Std.X1, Sai MHSS, 





The 10" Std. board exams may 
be optional but can the ministry dare 
to abolish the 12" exams? The 
students have to face the 12" boards, 
‘no matter what. And the pressure will 








be more intense in the 12! 
~ Maneesh Kumar Dora, Std.X, DAV 
Public School, Bhubaneshwar; 
SS.Poorani, Std.XI1, Ponnaiyah 
Ramajayam Public Hr-See. School, 
‘Tanjore; AparnasS, Std.VIIL, Holy 
Angels ISC School, 
‘Thiruvananthapuram; Adikeshay, 
SUL, Vels Vidyashram, Chennai 








The board exams increase the 









competitive spirit among the 
students. It helps the child to prove 
his calibre at the state and national 
level. All students must be 

encouraged to attempt it. 
-RSantosh Krishnan, Std.1X, KV - 
‘Ashok Nagar, Chennai; Lakshmi 
Ajaykumar, Std.X, SLArnold’s High 
School, Mumbai; Abhirami.R, Std.IX, 
Salwan Public School, Delhi; Puranjan 
Dev, Std.V1, Buxi Jagabandhu English 
Medium School, Bhubaneshwat 
K.Kavi Priya, Std.1X, Shrishti MH! 
Vellore; Barsha Naik, Std.1X, The 
Assembly of God Church School, 
Kolkata 








The 10" board exams make you 
organized and prepare you for the 
next level. Itis like any other exam 
which all students have been facing 
for the past ten years of their school 
life, ‘The word ‘Pressure’ is hyped 
up! 





+ B.Bhavna, Std.XI, SLM: 
SrSec.School, Delhi; 
Janani, Std.X, JD Tytler 
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Avila Convent, Coimbatore; Aashish 
Suresh, Std.X1, SKCH, Bengalooru; 
GN.Akshay, Std.VI, Shrishti 
Vidyashram Hr-SeeSchool, Vellore 





The 10 board exams serve as a 
practice board for the crucial 12" 
board exams. We can learn a lot 
from the mistakes we commit in tne 
10*. Students have to view it as an 
opportunity, not stress! 


+A Sanjnah, Std,VINL, Ki 
‘Saraswathi Vaishnav SrSec.School, 


Chennai 


‘The standard of the CBSE exaras, 
are deteriorating each year and 
removing the exams will only make 
a joke of our school education 
system. Also, the marks of the 1)" 
board exams serve as a base for 
entering into various polytechnic 
courses. Students can decide on their 
career path based on these marks. 

-P.Him: ‘Std. V1, Sri 

Akilandeswari Vidhyalaya, Trichy; 
R.Kowsalya, Std.X1, Chinmaya_ 
Vidyalaya, Coimbatore; K.Karen, 
‘Std.X1, Nirm: MHSS, Chidambaram; 
P.Shyiamilee, Std.1X, Arokiamatha 
MHSS, Trichy; Mani Venugopal, 
Std.X, DAV, Chennai, 











Inrespective of whether exams 
are held or not, students who are 
hardworking and studious will 
continue their studies in the same 
spirit 

+ Pritish Nayak, Std.1X, 


DAY Unit-VIII, BBSR 
Yes, it is a good 
move as it wll definitely 


reduce the tension of the » 
students as well as 


their parents.» C— 


Anyway, our system — @ 
ofevaluationis based 
on mugging up as they test our 
memory not our capability! 
~ Neha Jha, Std.X1I, Rama 
Devi Women's College, 
Bhubaneshwar; V.Rajagopal, 
Std.IX, Ahlcon Public School, 
Delhi; Varun.M, Std. VIII, Capitol 
Public School, Bengalooru;G.Kirthana, 
‘Std.IX, KV, Coimbatore; S.Raveena, 
‘Std.IX, St.Ann’s High School, 
‘Secunderabad; R.Shankar Narayanan, 
‘Std.VII, Madhava Kripa Eng. Medium 
‘School, Manipal; Archa.R, Sri 
Sivaswami Kalataya, Chennai; 
‘S.Madhumita, Std. VII, DAV, Chennai; 
Supraja.G, Std.X, CEOA School, 
Madurai 


Many students who score low 
marks get mentally upset, depressed, 
fall ill and in some extreme cases, 
even commit suicide! Pressure on 





oO students will be greatly 

6 reduced ifthe exams are 
wi made optional. 

x - Sakshi Jain, 

2 Std.VI, StXavier's, 


PO easy Jagasree.K.H, 
Std.VI; Holy Angel's ISI 

School, Thiruvananthapuram; 
M.Aishwarya Lakshmi, Std.V1 
JD Tytler School, New Dethi; 
PViky, Std.IX, Sri Vidya MHSS, 
Salem; Milana Prakash, Std.VI, 
Bluebells School, New Delhi; 
Geetha, Std.X, Mumbai 







The School exams may be 
tougher than the board exams. So, 
will the students be actually 
benefited by this move? 

Abhinav Rajaseshan, 
‘Std. VII, Indian High School, 
Dubai 





Ti the education ministry feels 
that more students will be benefited 
by making the board exams optional, 
then their move should be welcomed. 
and appreciated. 

- S.Kruthi, Std. VIII, Bhashyam_ 
Public School, New Delhi 








QUESTION FOR THE MONTH : 
“Is it right for children to dress according to fashion trends?” 


Send us your views by 24.10.2009. Each published entry will receive a 
prize of Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and 
residential address. Those of you who are non-residents of India should send us a 
local (Indian) address too. You can send entries by post or by e.mail 
(gokulam@kalkiweekly.com) 
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Dear Grandma, 
My brother was not able to score 
good marks in standard V1, though 
he was promoted, As a result, he 
says, his friends are ignoring him. 
Hes now reluctant to go to school. 
Please help. 
= Neha Jha, 
Bhubanesh 





Dear Neha, 

You can help your youn 
brother more than I can. Since you 
are in standard XI you can guide your 
brother through his lessons, so that 
he gets better marks. Even if he 
moves a couple of grades ahead he 
will gain confidence. You must find 
the time for this. Further, either you 
or your parents can talk to his friends 
in a nice manner and try to find 





out why they 
are ignoring him 
Whatever the 
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reason, itcan be tackled by frank and 
polite discussion, No problem can be 
solved unless you go into the root cf 
the matter. Your approach must be 
sympathetic and unbiased. 
tak 

1 often lose my temper. L try 
control it but I fail. As a result Hose 
ny friends, Please advise. 
a Lakshmi, 

Chennai 








Dear Srividya, 

‘Some persons are short tempered 
by nature. They inherit this trait from 
elders in the family, Some others 
develop this habit gradually, 
Whatever the reason, anger can be 
controlled by disciplining the mind. 
One should realise that getting angry 
doesn't solve any problem, It only 














intensifies and complicates the issuc, 
















for, the opposite party is hurt by the 
out burst, On the other hand 
reasoning and polite discussion will 
clear all misunderstandings. This 
should not be mistaken as weakness 
by either of the parties concerned. If 
you accept this logic, you will think 
twice before gettin; and that 
will give you time to cool off. Prayer, 
meditation and yogasanas will help 
you to control your mind and in turn 
your temper, 











kok 
Thave a dog as a pet, Many of 
my relations and friends too have 
dogs as pets. Why are dogs so much 
sought after as pets 
+ Akash, Chennai - 41 

Dear Akash, 
Many people favour dogs as pets 
because by nature they are very 
friendly, affectionate and faithful. If 
trained properly they 
can be very useful 
also. But dogs 
need a lot of care 
and attention, The 
owner must be 
prepared to spend 
sufficient time 
over his pet, 
unless he can 













W 





employ someone for the purpose 
Dogs which are not properly looked 
after and trained can be dangerous 
and a nuisance to visitors, 





neighbours and even to the owner. 
So, you should take guidance from 
«veterinarian and look after your dog 
properly. 





ka 
When I was much younger 1 
wanted to become a doctor. But now 
I’m afraid even to see blood. So I'm 
planning to become an air-hostess, 
Help me to make 

I up my mind. 


® f 
Back Friends! *"e~. 
EY EEO B 6 burs, Mumbai 
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Dear Deepika, 

If you are nervous about being a 
doctor don’t go in forthe profession. 
But, let me tell you, an air-hostess’s 
job is equally difficult and at times 
frightening too. It requires a lot of 
courage to face emergency 
situations. You should also be kind, 
obliging, healthy, graceful and quick- 
thinking. Whatever profession you 
take up, put your heart and soul into 
itand work with dedication, for itis 
the sum total of all our efforts which 
brings prosperity to our country 
Good Luck. 


kak 


Thave a lot of free time during 
holidays. But I don’t ave anyone to 
play with or talk to. I feel so bored! 
How can I utilise my free time? 

- Manisha Panda, 
Bhubaneswar 








Dear Manisha, 

All you have to do is take up a 
hobby in which you will be truly 
interested. For instance, stamp 
collection can improve your general 
knowledge, if you try to find out the 
background to each stamp that you 
come across. There are other hobbies. 
which are equally good provided you 
get deeply involved. However there 
is nothing to beat companionship 
and you do need a good friend to 
share your thoughts. If you can’t find 
‘one of your age in your apartment 
building, widen your search over the 
street in which you live. I'm sure that 
in due course you'll be able to spot a 
sincere friend. 

Love 
Grandmaworm 
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Raincoats and umbrellas are out again! And itis 
time to snack on something hot and spicy along 
with your cup of tea, A few easy fo make 
recipes for those wet, rainy days. 


BREAD PAKORAS 
Ingredients : 
Bread — 1 packet 
Gram flour 250 gms 
Turmeric powder ~ 4 tsp 
Chilly powder ~ tsp 
Dry mango powder ~¥a tsp 
Coriander powder ~ ¥ tsp 
Baking powder ~ % tsp 
Oil ~ For frying 
Salt, Water 
Method : Remove the corners of 





the bread and cut them into triangles 
Mix the above mentioned ingredients 
into a medium thick batter by adding 
little water, Dip the bread into the batter 
Ensure that the bread is fully coated with the 
batter, Now deep fry this bread in oil fora couple 
of minutes till it urs light brown in colour, Your 
crispy, crunchy bread pakoras are ready. Serve 
them with tomato sauce. 
- Sonia Samantaray 
Std. VIII, St.Joseph’s High | 
School, Bhubaneshwar od al el 
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VEG ROLLS 
Ingredients 
Vegetables — 100 gms each of 

-arrot, cabbage, onion, potato, peas 
Paneer — 100 gms 
Maida — 250 gms 
Chilli powder ~ 1 tsp 
Com flour 3 tsp 
Oil — for frying 
Salt, water, ghee 








Method : 

Cut the vegetables into small 
pieces and boil them (except onion) 
Shred the paneer and mix it with the 












vegetables. Add salt 
and chilli powder to z 
this mixture. Take 2 i 
Ispof ghee and heat “Sai 

it in the frying pan 

Saute the vegetable - paneer mix for 

a few minutes. 

‘Take the maida and add com flour 
and salt to it, Add some water to 
make the dough. The consistency of 
the dough should be similar to that 
of rotis. Roll out the dough into 
slightly thick rotis and place the 
vegetables in the middle. Fold the 
ends of the rotis in the shape of a 
fry them in the oil till 














n brown, Serve them 

hot with sauce. You could garnish 

them with raw cabbage and onions, 
cut into thin strips 

-K.GKayya, Std.¥, 

Sri Sankara Sr. Sec. School, 

Chennai 
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Leena Munnar, 
fa beautiful hill station in Kerala, 
where We visited many temples and 
tea estates, On one such trip, wnile 
going in the car we saw a river which 
was heading into a waterfall a ‘ew 


metres away. We had never szen 
such a beautiful sight. So we stopped 
our car and decided'to taste the pure 
and unpolluted waters of the river 
Bending down to,ctip a little water 
in my palms, I Jeaned forward too 
much and slipped headlong into the 
river. Unfortunately, as 1 was 
holding my father's hand, he too fel 
in and dragged along my brother who 
was holding my father's other hand. 
“The river was fast flowing with swift 
water current and it was heading 
straight towards the waterfall! My 
father caught hold of us tightly and 
shouted for help. Luckily, two local 
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men standing nearby immediately 
jumped in and pulled us ashore. It 
‘was a really terrifying experience, 
- R.Mrithunja 

Std.1X, National Public Schcol, 
Chennai 





MY PET BIRD 


This happened over three years 


IPINTH 


digo when we were spending our 
summer vacation in our native 
Village in Kerala, ‘The village was 
picturesque with open fields, trees 
and a little stream, One day, ! found 
at small bird lying beneath a tree. It 
\was looking up at the branches and 
screeching in a pitiable voice. 1 











assumed that it had fallen out of its 
nest. I decided to take it inside our 
house and with my brother's help. 
made an artificial nest out of a 
cardboard box by placing a lot of 
leaves inside it. I gave it few drops 
of water and some seeds, which it 
fed on hungrily. Very soon, it grew 
a little and became strong and fit 


NATE REALL! Thiruvananthapuram and 


enough to fly, Though it learnt to 
fly the little bird never left our house. 
I became extremely fond of the bird 
and developed a unique bond with 
it, One evening, as usual it was 
perched on our gate. I was standing 
ata little distance watching it when 
suddenly a cat appeared out of 
nowhere and pounced on it and ran 
away carrying it in it's mouth. Iran 
behind the cat screaming my lungs 
‘out but could not save my little pet 
bird, And to this day I still have very 
fond memories of my first and only 
pet, the sweet little bird. 
Roshni Ramakrishnan, Std.X, 
Ramjas School, New Delhi 





THE JUNIOR 
GENIUS 
When 1 switched on the 
television, 1 saw an advertisement for 





a new children’s show titled ‘Junior 
Genius’ on Amrita TV. I decided to 
participate in the programme and 
‘appeared for the selection test. I was 
very happy when I got selected for 
the next round, which was 

the talent round. 1 was 
invited to an auditorium in 

= when I reached the place, I 
‘was shocked to realize that 
Thad to compete with more than 300 
children!’ When my turn came, | was 
asked to play the violin, sing and 
dance and show some karate moves, 
1 got selected for the next round 
where we had to perform skits in 
groups of fifteen. I had to work 


fey 


Vs Lee XE | 
Ma] 





October 2009 Goxutam 23 


really hard and was very thrilled 
when I was selected for the finals. 
Next, we had a round of quiz after 
which all the finalists were taken to 
Thenmala, a hill station, I had the 
most adventurous time of my life 
over there and took part in many 
exciting events like water walk, trust 
fall and river crossing. I thank my 
lucky stars for making me a part of 
this TV show, something which I will 
remember for ever! 
+ Kalidas Prasad, Std.VII, 
Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 
‘Tripunithura, Kerala 


MONKEYS AND THE 
MATHS TEST 


Te was areally boring day and our 
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maths test was scheduled after lunch 
break. We were given some extra 
time for last minute preparations, 
But I was disinterested in working 
out problems and with nothing else 
to do, I just put my hands out of tae 
sroom window and pulled or a 
piece of twig. Imagine my sh 
when I realized that the twig was 
actually a monkey's tail! I was too 
shocked even to scream when tie 
monkey jumped into the class room, 
but my friend sitting besides me 
made full use of her vocal chords. 
All the girls jumped and screamed 
in excitement and fear. We looked 
‘out of the windows and saw that our 
school was invaded by a large num- 
ber of monkeys, Our principal ar- 
ranged for a special police squad to 
‘come and capture the monkeys. Very 
soon the playful monkeys were 
rounded up, and as soon as they 
were taken away in acaged 
vehicle we all ran out of 
our classroom happy that 
‘our maths test had been 
cancelled. Seeing us 
running and jumping 
about excitedly, the po 
lice inspector asked our prin- 
cipal how she was able to 
‘manage so many ‘monkeys’, 
that too, on a daily basis! 
- VNSreenidhi, Std.XII, 
SBOA MHSS, Chennai 
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Hopping Mind 


How dot contro! my hopping mind? Oh! How do I contro! my 


Sometimes it hops to the past hopping mind? 
And I get agitated - Dishamlu Ngadong, 
And when it hops to the future Std.IX, V.K.V, Tafrogar, 
[join it and hop with joy Lohit, 
But it never rests at a Arunachal Pradesh 








Who made the stars, the sun 
and the moor? 
‘Who made the whole universe? 
I thought about it night and day, 
And the name that I hear is 
"Goe” 
Who made Him, I wondered 
aloud, 
And got the answer loud and 
clear. " 
- Varshini Krishnan 
Std.VIII, 


Modern Era Convent, 
Janakpuri, New Delhi 
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‘The waves are beautiful... foam 
decorates it, 
Trees are beautiful...... flowers 
decorate it, 
Grass is beautiful..... dew 
corates it, 
We are beautiful... “our heart 
decorates us” 
- R. Merey Rophina, 
Std.VIN1, 
St.Joseph’s MHSS, 
Dindigul 








ay All about Education 


English is composition, 
Maths is evaluation, 

History is evolution, 

And geography, distribution: 
ction, 
Physics is all action, 

y is digestion, 
I this for our 

















uation”! 
- P.Gayashree, 

Std.VI 
A.C.H. School, 
Jeemangalam, Hosur 
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Name : B.Bhama 

Age : 16 

Address : 74G, PKK-A1, Mayur 
Vihar PH-III, New Delhi 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, 
chatting with friends and listening to 
music. 





Name : VAparna 

Age: 15 

Address : 12/213, Annai Theresa 
Street, Asaripallam, Kanyakumari - 
629201 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
drawing, watching TY, listening to 
music, chatting, playing shuttle. 


Name : Anusha Vaidya 
Age :15 
‘Address : Clo Dayanand Vaidya, 
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Near Shantadurga Temple, ‘Vaidya 
Compound" (Uttara Kannada), 
Ankola - 581314 

Hobbies : Watching TY, listening 
to music, chatting with friends, 
reading, singing, chatting on the net, 
dancing, cycling. 


Name : Abhinav Anand 

Age : 10 

Address : H.No.E-13/2, RCI 
Colony, P.O, Vigyanakancha, 
Hyderabad - 500069 

Hobbies : Cycling, net surfing, 
making friends, watching TV, 
listening to music. 


Name : K.Shreyas 
Age : 15 


Address : Plot No.321, Flat 


No,102, Lata Apartments, Kansai 
Section, Ambarnath (E) - 421 501 

Hobbies : Reading books, playing 
games, cycling, drawing. 


Name : B.L. Arun Reddy 
Age: 16 
Address : Chalukya House, 
Sainik School, Bijapur - $86 102 
Hobbies : Reading novels, writing 
articles and poems, playing hockey, 
horse riding, making new friends. 


‘Name : K.Surya Pranesh 
Age: 11 





Address : 133, Senguptha Street, 





Reading. books. 
drawing, gardening, playing 
computer games. 


Name: C.Kavya 44; = 

Age: 14 tive 

Address : ‘Sri 
Krishna’, 1181/6, 


Mth Main, 4th Cross, Raghavendra 
Block, Srinagar, Bengalooru - 
560 050. 

Hobbies > Playing badminton, 
chess, reading novels, swimming 
and playing computer games. 


Name : V.Keerthana 

Age: Il 

Address : No.133, South Mada 
Street, Villivakkam, Chennai - 49 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
colouring pictures, listening to 
music, doing crafts, watching TV. 


Name : R.Kiruthika 

Age: 15 

Address : 21C/IB, Gandhiji Ist 
Cross Street, Thirunagar, Madurai 

Hobbies : Dancing, playing 
shuttle, listening to music, chatting 
with my brothers. 


Name : Jeeta Dash 

Age: 12 

Address : VR-1, Unit-6, Behind 
BBSR Club, Bhubaneswar -751001 
Orissa 

Hobbies : Reading novels, 
keeping pets, swimming, composing 
lyrics and music, writing stories, 
painting, chatting with friends. 
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* Balaji Temple 
Recently, we visited Valparai, 
one of the highest mid-elevations hill 
stations in the country, It is located 
3500 feet above sea level on the 
Anaimalai Hills of the Western 
Ghats. Tourists can reach there 
either from Coimbatore, Tamilnadu 
or Chalakudy in Kerala. It is a 
paradise for nature lovers and is ully 
carpeted by tea, coffee, cardariom 
and pepper estates owned by 


om 
« ghotav" 














corporate houses. Most of the local 


ulation works in these 
The plantations are 
surrounded by lush, evergreen 
Due to constant rain, 
Valparai_ is also called the 
Cherrapunji of the South’ 
Chinakallar in Valparai region is 
geographically important as it 
receives the second highest rainfall 
in the country after Cherrapunji. “The 
roads up the hills are breathtaking 
with spectacul: We saw a 
number of waterfalls enroute 






ntations, 





forests. 











views. 


The hills are rich in flora and 
fauna. One can spot a variety of 
creatures including elephants, 

panthers, tigers, lion tailed black 
monkeys, sambars, brown flying 











squirrels, bisons, bears, wild boars, 
wild dogs, wild goats and 
porcupines. Rare 
birds like jungle 
fowl, 
peafowl, 





partri 





reen and 





blue pigeon and the 
horn bill may be 
spotted here much 
to the delight of 


children, 


‘Cherrapunjiofthe'Southi 


needs to be taken from the authorities 


‘Tourists can also visit the famous 
Balaji Temple owned by Karamala 
tea industries 





It is located in 
the Karamalai tea estate, about 
10 kms from Valparai. We visited 






















Sheikalmudi forest 
where we saw one 
of the oldest teak 
trees of the world, 
more than 500 years old! The tree 
stands 90 feet tall and has a girth 


of 23.5 feet 


Land 4 
AG: /, 





here are a number of 
situated around 
Sholayar Dam, the 


second deepest dam in Asia is 


dams 
Valparai 


situated ata distance of 20 kms 
from Valparai, Itisa beautiful 
tourist spot, thou 





gh permission 





for visiting it as it is the site of a 





hydro electric project 


Dolphin Publi 
piles 

















‘One day Effendi went to meet a 
ready money lender, 






























That's great! 
Now you can't 
escape from my 
clutches, 


Master, could 
you please iond me a 
hundred gold 











Here are the 
coins. Return them| 
in time or else... 








"You may do 
whatever you 
want if | fall to 
return the 


You think you have 
caught hold of me, but 
|\ just wait and watch, you 
tricky Nawab! 
















Effendi bought a huge house witht the borrowed money. 

7” The Nawab made huge sums 

‘of money by cheating the poor. !\ 
am glad that | have bought a 

house with his money. 











Oh, what a pity! 
‘Such a huge house and not 
a single room for me. 




















‘After some days... 
Effendi, you 
bought this house 
with my money. A\ 


Yes, 
master! | 
definitely 
bought my 
house with 
your money. 













interest! Oh, ) 
Horgot all 
about it 





r. 
Then, where is 
my interest? 



















Give me my 
interest or a 
share in the 








‘OKI You may move 
into the upper storey) 
of the house. 





































Has he gone 
mad? He is trying 
to break the 
house! 





























The house 

may be yours but 
the upper floor is, 
mine and | can do 







‘Oh..oh..so you 
want to drive me 
out of the house! 
Wait til | teach you 
a lesson, 


AA Hey! 
w 


hat are you doing? 
Why are you breaking 












After some time, he came back 
with a few labourers, 

Men! Demolish this | 

wall immediately! 














[The labourers began their job and | 
started attacking the wall 
|vigorously. | (ifthe wall breaks, the 


onl whole house will fall 
(s i=) ae 
Xs L &é 














This is my share if you break 
of the house. You 
have no right to 
interfere. 

_ 


this wail, the ( (con carey 
whole building pyvou told 
will collapsé that one 
| will lose both S, can doas 
my principal and/ he pleases 
wrerest in his own 



















No, | will do All right! SY 
as | please lower storey to \/ Pay me 200 
me. twill buy} gold coins and| 

the whole /\ the house is 










Here are the 
coins, Itisa 
losing deal 


ity master should ! will distribute 

| be ashamed of this money 

himself for playing J? among the 
poor 





Don't worry, 
you are the new] 
owner of the 
house. Ha..ha 
Congrats! 





















‘The greatest award in the field 
of Indian sportsis the Arjuna Award 
The award is presented by the 
President of India and includes a 
cash prize, a bronze statue of Arjuna 
and a scroll. To be eligible for it a 
sportsperson should not only have 
performed consistently well for the 
previous three years at the 
international level but should also 
have displayed qualities of 





sportsmanship, leadership and a 
sense of discipline. And in 2004, 
Achanta Sharath Kamal received 
the prestigious award from 
Dr.A.P.J. Abdul Kalam for his 
tremendous contribution in the field 
of Table Tennis. 

Bom on the 12" of July, 1982, 
Achanta Sharath Kamal is a native 
of Andhra Pradesh but has been 
esiding in Tamil Nadu since birth, 


About the Sport 


History : The game originated 
in England in the 1880's as an 
indoor version of the lawn tennis. 
Initially itwas played exclusively by 
the upper class Victorians as an 
after dinner amusement. The 
peculiar sound generated by the 
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ta Sharath 











Kamal 
ae & a J 

- The Ping-Pong 
His father and his uncle were TT 
coaches and would take little Sharath 
with them to prevent him from 
making mischief at home! And 
during one such trip, the five year 
old picked up the racket and started 
hitting the ball. Slowly he developed 


aan interest towards the game and 
started playing regularly. And there 











ball led to the game being named 
Ping Pong’. The game spread to 
Europe, America and Japan and 
was fine tuned into modem day 
table tennis. The International 
Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) 
was founded in 1926 in England 
and the first official World 
Championship was held at London 


Hema Rajan 


\was no turning back after he won the 
under-10 category in Chennai, But 
being related to the couches did not 
include any preferential treatment for 
young Sharath, He went through the 
nd to Jearn the nuances of the 
game just like other young trainees. 
And his father’s coaching camp 
began at 5 am, hence, discipline was 
inculcated at a 
very early age 
And right from 
the beginning 














had the 
determination 
to make it big 
After finishing his tenth standard he 
decided to turn a professional 


he 


Sharath has a lot of firsts to his 
credit, including the men's gold 
medal at the Commmonwealth 








Championship held 

at Kuala Lumpurin ‘ 
2004. He wiehd 
captained the team 

in the same event and 
inflicted a crushing defeat on 
England, the favourites and nine 
time champions, His next stop was 
at Melbourne where he won the 
individual as well as the team gold 
at the Commonwealth Games in 


also 


2006. 


He has also 
represented the country 
in the 2004 Athens and 
2008 Beijing Olympic: 
and the 2006 Asian 
Games Qatar. In 
2007, he became the 
first Indian to win the 
Pyongyang Invitational 
‘Tournament 

An alumnus of the prestigious 
PSBB school in Chennai, he 
completed his graduation from 
Loyola College. Ranked a lowly 292 
in the year 2003, he has raised 
himself to number 67 in the world 





the next year. It was included in 
the Olympics in 1988. 


Equipment : The game is 
played on a 5 by 9 foot table with 
a6 inch high net dividing it into two 
halves, Players use a laminated 
wooden racket covered with 
Tubber, red on one side and black 


on the other. The rubber quality is 
usually different on both the sides 
to facilitate speed and spin. The 
balls extremely ight, weighing just 
2.47 gms and is either 

white or orange in 

colour, depending on 

the colour of the 

table surface. 
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rankings today. He has been the top 
ranking player of the country since 
2004. His target is to win a medal at 
the 2012 London Olympics and also 
toreach the top 30 in world rankings. 
He is currently playing with the 
Spanish club San Sebastian a 
Madrid and is planning to join the 
German club Ochsenhausen during 
the next season, Playing in the 
European Leagues has increased his 
exposure to quality opposition anc 
has made him more competitive 

Sharath has single handedly 
helped TT come alive fram its long 
hibernation in India, Sharath has 
also been signed 
up by a Chicago 
based organisation 
‘Killerspin’ to help 
create awareness 
about the game in the 
United States. 


So how does 
Sharath prepare for the 
big game? Constant 





The Game : TT is a very fast 
game with ball speeds reaching 
upto 112kms per hour. Speed, ball 
spin, placement, strategy and tac- 
tics all play a crucial rule in win- 
ning the match. Returning the ser- 
vice is one of the most difficult 
parts of this game as the server 
decides the spin and speed of the 
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consultations with the team 
psychologist are necessary as a 
perfect mental approach is necessary 
for winning big games. While 
emphasis is also laid on 
cal preparations and the different 
situations that may be faced in the 
matches. And Sharath has proved 
time and again that he is physically 
and mentally capable of playing at a 
very high level. A diligent worker, 
Sharath is liked by one and all for 
his down to earth nature and 
shing frankness, He is without 














ref 





doubt a role model for any aspiring 
player. 


Sharath feels that humans 
play sports to achieve 
excellence and the 
quest for excellence 
is incomplete with- 
out perseverance, 
His advice to all 
youngsters is to enter 
into any field with 
total confidence by 
repeating the magic 
words ‘I can do it” 





ball. There are two major types of 
grip, the ‘Penhold’ and the 
'Shakehand’. The offensive 
strokes Involve Speed drive, 
Counter drive, Flip, Smash and 
Loop drive while the defensive 
strokes include Slice, 
Chop, Block, Side drive, 

Loband Top spin. =f NY 



























Hydrophobia ~ Fear of Water 
Eremophobia — Fear of Solitude 
Phonophobia ~ Fear of Sound 
Acrophobia ~ Fear of Heights 


Ets too Scary) 


White it is perfectly normal to be scared of some things, a few of us 
harbour unnatural and abnormal f 
objects. Listed below are a few such fears: 








urs of certain common and harmless 


Cynophobia — Fear of Dogs 
Ichthyophobia Fear of Fish 
Pyrophobia ~ Fear of Fire 
Pharmacophobia — Fear of 








Nyctophobia — Fear of Darkness Medicines 
Ophidiophobia - Fear of Snakes 
Chromophobia - Fear of Colours 


Botanophobia — Fear of Plants 








There was something wrong 
right from the beginning, Meena, 
Sanju, Raghav, Rajiv, Mrs, and 
Mr.Hari were all seated together 
in the living room, staring at 
each other. They knew that one 
amongst them was the guilty 
prankster. Who was it? 


tk 


Teall started on Sanju’sthirteenth 
birthday party. ‘The preparations 
were going on smoothly, Sanju had 
no idea about the party as it was 
supposed to be a surprise for her on 
her birthday. Her family had planned 
a small get - together with just the 
family members and her cousins, 
Raghav and Rajiv. Meena, her 
sister, was studying in a 
college in Delhi and was 
home for the vacations, 
She was assigned the 
difficult task of keeping 
Sanju occupied through 
out the day while the 
preparations were 
going on. Mrs.Hari, 
Sanju's mother, was putting 
the finishing touches on the 
beautiful cake which she 
had baked. The boys were 
helping Mr-Hari in blowing 
the balloons and hanging up 
the streamers and other 
decorations. 
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Just then, the door bell rang. It 
the postman, Mr.Hari collected 
the letter and went through it. He 
re-read the letter, gave a gasp of 
ustonishment and beckoned his wife. 
Th oth read the letter together 
“What could this mean?” asked 
Mrs.Hari is an apprehensive voic 
“Lam also wondering about the 
replied Mr-Hari, scratching 
his head. 
For, 
couple of lines 
writen in the 
letter conve: 














the 










very serious 


e. Tt reat 





mess: 





leg last Friday. Took her to the 


hospital. She has still not 
recovered.” 

Mr-Hari turned over the letter 
again and again but could not find 
the sender's name or address. 
‘Nani’, his mother, lived at a small 
town a couple of hundred kilometers 
away and they had spoken to her over 
the phone only yesterday. During 





G 





oof Up! 


the entire 
conversation she 
seemed to be in 
good health and 
spirits 

“Lwill call up my mother and find 
ut if she is alright,” spoke Mr Hari 
worriedly and called up his mother, 
to find her in the pink of health! 

“It means the letter must be from 
a prankster, I cannot believe that 
anyone can be as mean as 
to play a prank involving 
poor, old Nani” Mrs, Hari 
spoke in a tense voice 

“Lwill definitely find 
the mischief maker and punish him,” 
said Mr-Hari in a grim voice. 


Short 
(story 


Raghav and Rajiv came to them 
hurriedly and asked if they could 
start the party. 

“Meena is unable to contain 
‘Sanju inside the room. So let's start 
the party,” Rajiv said in an urgent 
whisper. 

“Oh! I forgot all about the party,” 
whispered Mr.Hari to his wife. 
“Don't worry dear, we will find the 
culprit. Now let's enjoy our 
daughter's birthday party.” 





Sanju was blindfolded and 
brought into the living room. Cries 
of surprise and pleasure went up as 
soon as she saw the decorations and 
the beautiful cake. Rajiv burst a 







huge balloon filled with decorations 





and popcorn. Sanju blew the candies 
and cut the cake and the next couple 
of hours were devoted to enjoying 
the party. Mrs, and Mr. Hari 
observed the children enjoying 
themselves with immense 
satisfaction, Suddenly, a doubt crept 
into Mr.Hari’s mind. Could the 
mysterious letter writer be one of 
these children? His daughters were 
pranksters of the first order and the 
less said about the boys, the better. 
Their cousins, Rajiv and Raghav 
could never sit still for a moment. 
Could one of them be the culprit? 

“Could any one of the children 
have written this letter?” Mr.Hari 
thought perplexedly. 








kk 


The air was tense. All of them 
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were seated in the study 

and MrHari_ filled 
the children on 
the contents of 
the letter, They 
immediately started 
to protest. 

“Of course not, we 
will definitely not 
write such letters” 

Rajiv denied 
vehemently 

“Yes, why should we 
write it? What is the purpose of 
writing such a letter?” asked Meera 
angrily 

“I cannot im 








gine anyone of us 
writing a letter containing bad news 
about Nani, You know we all adore 
her,” protested Sanju 

But Me-Hari was not convinced 
and remained grim. Noticing hs 
serious expression the children 
stopped their protests and Meena 
requested her father, “Could we 
atleast have a look at the letter?” 

Mrs. Hari brought out the letter 
and handed it to the children, All 
the children read the letter by turrs 
and when it reached Meena’s hands, 
she gave a tiny gasp and her eyes 
clouded with confusion 

All the others immediately 
pounced on her. “Do you know 
anything about the letier?” they 
asked in unison. 












Meena looked at the letter for a 
couple of more minutes and said in 
calm voice, “I think I have hit upon 
the explanation.” 

“Well, out with it,” Mrs, Hari said 
eagerly wanting to resolve the matter 
at once. 


Meena started and she had the 
attention of everyone, She went on 
to explain that the letter was indeed 
written by her 

“How could you write such a 
Jetter, that too about dear Nani, Tam 
ed of you,” erupted her 





mother, 
“Allow her to explain,” said 
Mr.Hari, 
“Though I have written this letter, 
I did not mean to post it home. 
Actually, Nani is the name of our pet 
parrot.” 
“What pet parrot?" 





Raghav queried. 

“Well, my room mates and I have 
a pet parrot at our hostel in Delhi. 1 
have named her Nani as she is pretty 
old, A few days ago, she accidentally 
hit herself against a window pane 
and broke her leg. And [had written 
this letter to my other friend who had 
gone home for the holidays. 1 was 
also writing a letter to parents at the 
same time, It was quite late in the 
night and I was tired and worried too, 
about Nani’s health, So, by mistake 
I must have interchanged the letters 
And I realise now that I have 
forgotten to sign the letter too, 1 
suppose Madhu, my friend, must 
have been really confused to receive 
the other letter. I did not realize that 
my small mistake would cause so 
much confusion,” she concluded and 
looked at everybody, waiting for the 
verbal lashing. 

To her relief, her parents took it 
sportingly and laughed over it, OF 
course, the other children were not 
too happy to note that Meena was 
let off mildly, 

“How come she gets away with 
everything?” Sanju asked in an 
indignant voice but when she saw 
Meena glaring at her, she changed 
track asking “Umm... does anyone 
‘want a third helping of the cake?” 


- Meenakshi Srihari, Std.IX, 
SBKV MHSS, Coimbatore 
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My J.Madhumitha 
celebrates her 2 birthday on 3) 
October 2009. 

Best Wishes from sister Mi 

Parents, grandparents, Supraja, 


sister 








erthana — Sharmaw 
celebrates her 16" birthday on 
15" October 2009. We wish her 
success in life and may God 

shower her with joy and happiness 

Best Wishes from 

Dad, Mom, brother and uncle 


My brother R.Riteesh celebrates 
his 5" birthday on 8° October 2009. 
Many more returns of the day 

Best Wishes from 
ter Supraja, brother Sudharsan, 
uncle and auaty 
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A very Happy Birthday to cur 
sweet daughter Ashwathi Menon wh 
Aebrating her 1 birthday on 29 
October 2009, Wishing her happiness 
anal a bright future 








Best Wishes from Father, Mother 





ajpai celebrates her 17 


Ictober 


birthday on 31" October 2009, May the 

Almighty shower all his blessings om 

you. Wishing you best of luck for your 
board exams. 

Best Wishes from your loving 

friend, Arwashri 


Our dear daughter Gayathri 
celebrates her 12" birthday on 25" 
October 2009. On this beautiful day, we 


wish you lots of success and happiness 

in your life. May you come out with 

flying colours in all your exams. 

~ Best wishes from Father Sivakumar, 
mother Chitra, brother Dinesh 


My dear sister N.Akitandeswari 
is entering her sixteenth year on 30" 
October 2009, May God bless her and 
make all her wishes come true 
life be as peaceful as a dove and as 
colourful as a rainbow. 
Best Wishes from Parents and 
brother Ravi 





Let her 





Our best friends Sh 4 
Joshah, Nive and Aruthy celebrate 
their birthdays on 5, 18", 27* and 29" 
of October 2009. We wish forall their 
dreams, desires and hopes to come true 
and may they enjoy each and every day 
of their life. 









Best Wishes from Keerthu, 
Nesha and all dear ones 





A very Happy 
Birthday to our dear 
Shashank who 
celebrates his birth- 
day on 30" October 
2009, We wish him happiness, health, 
prosperity and a bright future 

Best Wishes from Shreyank, 
father, mother, Asha aunty and 
Neclay uncle 











My dear friend $.Srijan 


celebrates her fifteenth birthday on 24" 








October 2009, I wish her a very Happy 
Birthday and a cheerful and prosperous 

life. 
Best Wishes from your friend 
A.A.Yazhini 


Our dearest grandson K.Perumal 
is celebrating his second birthday on 
10° October 2009, We wish hima long, 
healthy and prosperous life. 

Best Wishes from grandfather 

K.M.Perumal ang grandmother 

P,Thangam 











print event? 

Who donated the Ranji Trophy’? 
What is the ball used in ice 
hockey called? 

How many players are there in a 
baseball team? 

In which sport is the Tour de 
France a major event? 

Where did snooker o 
Who is known as the “Flying 
Sikh"? 

‘Who won the first men’s and 
women’s A: 




















does “SCUBA’ stand for? 
10. Where are the 2012 Summer 
Olympics going to be held? 
.Narmadha, Std.V1, 
St. Joseph of Cluny Hr. Sec. 
School, Pudhucherry 
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V.Keerthana, Q 
tis. Enlightening Diwali 
=== Enlightening: Diwali 


i, the festival of lights was round the corner and there was a lot of 


People were busy shopping for 
new clothes, crackers and sweets. 


King Krishnadeva Raya held a meeting 
with his ministers and noblemen. 


the festival of lights 
and the person who 
adorns his house with the 
brightest and most 
beautiful light decoration 
will receive a bag of 
1000 gold 











This announcement caused further excitement and enthusiasm amongstthee | 
people of Vijayanagar and the huge prize money became the talk of the town. 





‘On Diwali night, the whole kingdom was bedecked with thousands of 
bright lamps. Even the sky was lil up with the light of sparkling crackers. 


Krishnadeva Raya along} Your majesty, Seth Chandimal's light 
with his ministers. JM decorations are the best. | am sure he has 
including Tenali Rama, set nctertaken a fot of effort and pain in order 


Out to have a look at all the io arrange all these lamps and | think he 
houses. After some ti 
deserves the award. 
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There is one special house that you 
must visit before taking a de 
The light of a single lamp emanating 
from this house is equal to a 
thousand lamps. 





y 
lead you to the house with the 
special fam 





Thoy entered it and saw a poor 


His face was aglow with the light of 
knowledge and compassion. 


willingly. 





brahmin teaching some tribal children 


When the king heard this, he offered 
the bag of gold coins to the Acharya 





Asingle lamp 
which glows 
like a 
thousand 
lamps? 
Tenali Rama, 
Thope you 
are not 
joking! 





This is Acharya Devavardhan, 
He teaches the poor tribal 
children. His teachings spread 
the light of knowledge which is 
equal to a thousand lamps, 















Tenali, today you have opened 
my eyes to the true meaning of 
light. The most brilliant light is 
the light of knowledge! 
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VETER NOUR pO STE E 


Dear children, the ‘King of Pop" Michael Jackson has emerged 
the clear winner of the second Vote for your Poster competition. 
He was, and will remain a legend and a source of inspiration to all 
followers of break dance and pop music. The inventor of the “Moon 
‘Walk’, he touched the hearts of millions throu 
dlance and was the icon of the younger generation. He is indeed 
beyond comparison! Look out for the Jackson poster in the 
November issue. 





his music and 






Listed below are the names of 5 readers w 
selecting MI 

1) Phalguni Panda, Sut 
Lakshmi, Std. a bbiah Vidyalayam Hr. 
Su.V1, St. sathyamangalam, 4) 
School, Kuvait$).Santosh Krishnan St 


Now vote for your January issue poster! 





gave the best reasons for 





DAV Public School, Bhubaneshwar, 2) K.Ishwarya 
ec. School, Tuticorin, 3)GR.Swathi, 
Nayantara, Std.VI, Gulf Indian 


KY-Ashok Nagar, Chennai 














© Five entries that detail the best reasons will get a reward of Rs S0/- cach. 
© Last date for receipt of entries: 25.10.2009, © Ealitor's decision is final, 











xX 






































( My vote goes to - Kalpana Chawla Rafael Nadal | 
| ‘Yuvraj Singh Chhota Bheem 
| | 
| Because. | 
| : : | 
| | 
| | 
| Name : . ec | 
H Age: . Class : | 
| School : | 
| “Residential Address 4 
| Pin | 
| | 


L 






Local address is must for overseas entries. 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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Bhavna Gopalan 
Sid. |, StFrancis De 
‘Sales School, 
New Dethi 


‘Aiswarya Mohapatra 
Std. I, 0.D.M Public School, 
Bhubaneshwar. 











ren from all over the world send 
contributions to Gokulam both through 


email and surface mail. If your 
contributions are to be published, they 
should be interesting and well-written. But 
that’s not enough; we need you to follow 
some simple rules as well 


1, Write down your name, class, 
name of your school and complete 
residential address at the beginning of 
each contribution, Henceforth, we will not 
accept any contribution with 
incomplete details, 


2. Make use of Ad sheets and 
write on one side of the paper, leaving 
the other side blank, And do write legibly. 

3. Number your pages and if your 
contribution runs to more than two pages, 
then write your complete personal details, 
atthe back of every page. 

4, Contributions by e-mail are 
welcome... but do not forget to give 

‘| complete details including your e-mail id 
at the beginning of each mail. 

5. The best contributions will be 
published and acertificate of appreciation 
will be sent to the contributor, Do preserv 
your certificates, for the child with the 


maximum number of certificates 
will get a bumper prize at the end 
of a year. 

6. All competition entri 
must reach us before the last date 
mentioned. 

7. Coupons provided in 
Gokulam for competition entries 
should not be xeroxed. 

8. Entries to It's Your Day 
(Birthday Bash) and theme based 


contributions (eg., Diwali, New 
year, Republic Day, Environment 
Day-Teacher's Day, ete) should 
reach us two months prior to the 
respective events, 

9, Weare looking for original 
stories, experiences, amusing 
anecdotes and articles, but if you 
have based your writing on any 
source, then do acknowledge 
it, 


10. No copying, please! 
Please make sure that you take 
cate of the ten commandments! 





touching its head 
remembering their 
pulley and rope days, 

“Hey boys! Come 
‘on. She can’t be as bad 
as Damar Baba. | feel 
we have had a cool 
going until now only 
because she has been 























watching over us.” smiled 





Sitamm 
Into the 
Vidham 
Mountains 

















Mama's pet,” grumbled 
KG when the Vidham 
mountains came into sight. 


Sitamma’s heart, 

“T have a mother. I have a 
mother!!" She repeated to hersel 
The sound of the word mother tasted 
sweet on her tongue. 

“But why didn’t she disclose the 
fact to me, when I met her to ask 
for the map’ And how did I come 
under the clutches of Damar 
Babu?” Sitamma wondered 
aloud. The ghosts however 
‘were none too happy with 
the discovery. 

“Oh! Sitamma, we quite 
like you. But..., that 
Vanithai your 
mother..." paused Kurali- 
Gnyamali_ (KG), one 
rubbing itstail andthe other \Yj 
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“Oh god!" Gasped all three in 
unison for so few beautiful were the 
mountain ranges, glowing like 
molten gold. 

Kurali broke from the reverie and 
spoke curtly. 

“Step 1- Wear the jacket 
made of the skin of the 
mysterious creature. 

Step 2- Go into the 
Vidham mountains and fetch the 
alluvial water, 

Step 3- Gnyamali and I will wait 


Gnyamali 
“Alright 
boys! You both 
need not come 
with me, But 
you have to 
wear these 


at a safe place and once youemerge, 


we will take you back home. Damer Baba masks 


to get enough power to 
airdrop me near the 
peaks," said Sitamma, 
“The mountains looked inviting, 
but Iam worried that the glowing 
mountains might actually be a 
smoldering volcano, for so 
effulgentis it. Itis also too high 
to scale, So we need to fly up 
there,” said Sitamma handing out 
two ugly black and white, cat and 
sone: dog masks. 
Story @ Illustrations: Nosooner did KG wear the masks 
Jaya Madhavan than they came under the “anto-nym- 


Yes, yes, You be the heroine 
Sitamma, Solely. We want no 
share in your fame once you fetch 
the alluvial waters,” agreed 
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nym” spell and a huge brawl 
erupted between them. 
“Grrrrrrrrrrro0000000 
00000000 WWW HWW 
vwowowovw Ill” roared Kuali 
and “meeeeeceeeceeceeeece 
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww" 
whimpered Gnyamali, 


They both literally 
fought like cat and dog. 
Sitamma watched them 

indifferently. She 
slipped on the jacket 
made out of the 
multicolored skin of the 
mysterious creature and waited 
for just so long till powers 
needed to airlift her to the 
‘mountain peaks percolated into 
the ghosts. But the ghosts had torn at 
each other so much that both of them 


“Motherrrrrr”, looked like bedraggled wet mice. 





screamed “Stop,” called out Sitamma and snatched 
the masks back 

Sitamma “Phew! Not a moment sooner,” panted the 

f ghosts and suddenly broke into laughter. 
peieren “Hahaaaahahahahaaha, Sitamma you look 
through a hole, like colorful sheep with that jacket on,” they 
‘ty laughed before transforming into a gigantic 

on the 


kite. They hoisted Sitamma onto their 
shoulders and flew across the sky towards 
the Vidham mountain 
peaks. 

“Hahhahahahahha,” 
they laughed again. 


mountain peak 
and lost 
consciousness. 
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“What's with the laughter?” 
asked Sitamma. 

“You can’t fly unless you feel 
light, That's why,” explained the 
ghosts, 

‘As the threesome coursed through 
the sky like a colorful serpent 
Sitamma thought hard about how to 
collect the alluvial waters 

Soon the ranges sprawled beneath 
them and the kite began to descend. 

“Brrrrrrrrrrt! It is cold,” 
shuddered the ghosts. 

“What are you saying?” 

“Yes, Sitamma. The jacket is 
protecting you. The mountains are 
icy cold,” said the ghosts and 
shivered so hard that in a clumsy 
moment they let go of Sitamma. It 















* K-G peering in 


was a sheer drop from that height. 

“Mothermrrrmmmm”, screamed. 
Sitamma as she fell and lost 
consciousness. But before she 
blacked out, she saw the kind face 
of Vanithai, her mother. 


Thud, she fell through a hole on 
the mountain peak. When she came 
to, she found herself in a strange kind 
of “room”, It rose like a pyramid 
above her and through atiny hole on 
the top she could see a star or two, It 
was night! She had been 
unconscious for so long. The floor 
beneath her was soft and squishy. It 
had the consistency of ghee, but only 
thicker! Where was she? Sitamma 

groped in the darkness for a while 
when she heard voices, 
“Sitaaaaaaaa 
aaa, are you 
alright?” 

















It was the ghosts worriedly peering 
through the hole above, 
Between their horns, the 
moon shone brightly. 
“Heh, I thought you 
would have left by now?" 
laughed Sitamma. 
“No-no-no, We are with you 
unto death,” said Kurali tearfully 
“But we are already dead,” 
corrected Gnyamali, 
“Never mind, I get the idea,” 
said Sitamma dryly and added, 
“Where on earth am 1?” 


* Pulley and 
rope once 









There was 
nothing in here. 
Sitamma pondered 
a while. 
jaybe the waters were frozen in 
the chill? Should she try digging a 
well here?” She wondered and began 
to use her two arms to dig beneuth 
her feet 

The waxy floors were easy 
enough to dig, but how many 
hundreds of feet of wax and ghee 
was she to dig before she would nit 
the alluvial waters? 

“Ghosts! Come on in, we have 
work!” shouted Sitamma and dug 
industriously like 






















“But you are inside the 
Vidham mountains. Come on, 
quickly get the water and let us 
get out of here. We are freezing 
to death,” said Kurali. 

“But we are already dead,” 
Gnyamali corrected again. 

“Will you shut up 





shor 2 a mole until 
a“ a the earth just 
ural 


caved into the 
hole leaving a 
deep pit in front of them, 
“Come on. You Kurali becorne 
the rope anid Gnyamali becorne 
the pulley. I will tie the vilwa 
cup to your tail with 
Panchami's hair and you can 
hoist the alluvial waters up,” 
instructed Sitamma. 
“What is with you mother and 


But where 
were the alluvial waters 
that she had hoped to 
find inside the Vidham 
mountains? 

“There is nothing 
here,” shouted 
‘Sitamma. Was there a 
test to pass? Was there 
a riddle to be cracked? 
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“What’s this? 
Silver and gold!! 
My god, could this be 
a wish granting well?” 
squealed Sitamma. 


daughter? Constantly tuning us into 
pulley and rope,” cried the 

“Come on quick,” said Sitamma. 
Grumbling and mumbling, the 
ghosts began to heave and hoist from 
the hole they dug. The vilwa cup 
miraculously tumed big and small 
big and small according to the 
quantity it had to pull up. 

“What's this? Silver and gold!! 
My god, could this be a wish 
granting well or something?” 


















squealed Sitamma. 


They continued to pull and the 
next haul was a vilwa bucket full of 
jilebis 

Who wished for this?” Sitamma 
asked icily 

"Heh-heh-heh,” 
Jed sheepishly 

We don’t know anything about 
this well. These goodies may just be 


the ghosts 








a decoy to stop tis from reaching the 
alluvial waters. So don't try anything 
foolish! Jilebis indeed.” grumbled 
Situmma. 
Before thin 
Sitamma decided to wish for the 





s turned sca 





alluvial waters, 

“May 1 be given the alluyial 
Waters of the Vidham mountains 
Which I promise.to put to good use 
only. Neyer to harm or control but 
only to“heal and help.” she’ prayed 
and surprise of suiprise! Something 
totally gnexpected came up in the 
bucket, 











(To be continued) 
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Rita : What are 
you doing, crawling 
on all fours? 
Adit : Shh...Jam 
following these ants 
Rita: But why? 
Adit : To find the place where my 
mother has hidden the chocolates! 
= Nitin Prince Reuben, Std.XII, 
DPS, Bhilai, Chattisgarh 











Teacher : Mohan, do you know 
how many people were part of the 
first successful expedition to 
MuEverest? 
Mohan : Eleven people. 
Teacher: Eleven? 
And who were they? 







Mohan : Hillary and Ten Singhs. 
- GPraveena, Std.IV, 
Avila Convent MHSS, Coimbatore 


Rohit : My friend sat on a pir, 
Yashna : Oh my God! Did it 
pierce him? 
Rohit : Of course not! It was a 
safety pin, 
- S.Aparna, Std. VIII, 
Holy Angels ISC School, 
Nanthencode, Kerala 


Teacher : Raghu, can you spell 
mouse? 


Say ‘Cheese’ 


Student ; M-O-U-S 
Teacher: Youare right 
but what comes atthe end? 
Student : Er...a tail? 
- Nihal, I PUC, 
GHS,, Ballur, 
Kerala 








‘Teacher : Ram, why have 
you not done your homework” 
Ram : Tam sorry sir, but I stay 
in the hostel not at home. 

- Bhavan Dona, 
Std.¥V, D.A.V. Public 





School, 
Bhubaneshwar 


Dear Children, 


It’s puzzle time once again, time to test your 








intelligence and rack your brains! Fill in the 
pyramid with the right letters with the help 


of the clues given below. 


Note : All the words of the 





“Pyramid Puzzle - 3° end with the 








letters “IA” 





Fill 
inthe form 
‘on the | 
reverse 
of this page and 
































send 


your entries | 
to Gokulam Va 
before 
24.10.09 










































































Gay |. TuRouct 
s 2. THE LARGEST CONTINENT , 
3. THELARGEST DEMOCRACY : 
4. AN IMAGINARY PLACE WHERE EVERYTHING IS 
PERFECT 
5. ADISEASE SPREAD BY MOSQUITOES 
6. MICROBIAL ORGANISM 
7. DOWN UNDER 
8. MERCY KILLING 
9. FEAR OF OPEN OR PUBLIC PLACES 


-GSS 
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Congratulations! Here are the Pm amid 


winners of Pyramid Puzzle ~ I (August 
2009) and the solutions as well. The fp $} 0 |N 
routs of Poni Pcse 2 il’ Av [0 |W UzZ Lea 


be published in the November 
2009 issue, o[n]|ifojn 























1, Aashik Narayan 
Mukhsale, Std.V1, 
Jindal Vidya Mandir, 
Vidyanagar, Bellary plelclifs|ijo[n 
2, Prakash BIJ JE;CI]T]I JO] N 
Ravichandran, 2 
Std.VIl, DAV wfefoli[r[a[t[ i fon 
Public School, oT ATi fe ]ulL]alt]i on 
Navi Mumbai 
3, L.Saranath, 
Std.X, TSUM High School, Oxtord Public School, Bengalooru 
Madurai 5, GJanane, Std.Vill, DAV, 

4, Pradhan Kashyap, Std. X, The Adambakkam, Chennai 


Pyramid Puzzle - 3 Entry Form 































































































Name : (Mt/M8) .....000 
Ages sasiteriinoaee Class. 






“Residential Address : 
Pin. 











Signature : 





* Local address is a must for overseus entries. 

The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
Strictly for school going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cas 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the a 
comrect entries. @ Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 








form only @ No xerox copies. 
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Beieve it or not, a man in USA was Around 
charged $23 trillion for a pack of 
He used his visa card to pay for the 
packet and ‘presto’, his bank account 
was debited $23,148 trillion! Though 
the mistake was rectified later, so far no lo; 
explanation has been given for what happened. So, 
credit card holders, beware! Computers can go 
haywire! 


















A tomato fight fiesta is held in August every year 
in the village of Bunol in 
Spain, People throw tomatoes 
at each other just for the fun of it. This 
year 40,000 people took part in the 
fiesta and 100 tons of tomato turned to pulp! Some 
over enthusiasts even tried to swim in the pulp pool! 











Jaswant Singh, until recently aB.J.P. leader, wrote 

a book in which he heaped praise on Pakistan's 
founder, Jinnah, He also wrote ill of Sardar Patel 
independent India’s first Home Minister. Jaswant 
Singh was expelled from B.J.P. for these remarks in his book. In retaliation 
Arun Shourie another BLP. strong man made a direct 

attack on Rajnath Singh, party president. “Alice 





* Jaswant Singh 
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in Blunder Land” and “Humpty. 
Dumpty” are some of the words he 
used! The in-fighting among the high 
profile leaders in the party sent shock 
waves all through the 
country and B.J.P. cadre in 
particular 








You would have read 
in your Botany text book 
about pitcher plants which 
trap insects and digest 
them. Recently scientists have 
scovered the largest pitcher plant 
in Philippines, which has spectacular 
traps in which even rats get caught 
and become food for the plant. The 
plant has been named after the 
id Attenborough. 
ee 











Aver Abdul Kalam, it was the 
tum of Shahrukh Khan to be belittled 
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* Shahrukh Khan 


by security people at airports. While 
Abdul Kalam was insulted in India 
by security personnel employed oy 
a foreign airliner, it was the US 
officials who detained Sahrukh Khan 
in an American airport. “I respect 
their laws” said Shahrukh later, 
“but I was asked strange and 
embarrassing questions which hurt 
me very much.” 





Would you believe it, if some 
one told you that the moon landing 
in 1969 was an elaborately planned 
hoax? Two Bangladesh news papers 
believed the that Neil 
Armstrong’s moon 
landing was a fake drama 
enacted by the LS 
government, and 
published the news! They 
took the news from a LS. 
website “The Onion” little 


story 





realising that the website 
was a satirical one! 
eee 


France’s education minister hs 





become the —* Moon Landing 
ing stock 

of the entire 

nation! — He 

wanted the 


public to write 
French without 





















developments in his department. The 
ugly manner in which Rajasekhara 
Reddy's supporters tried to project 
his inexperienced son as the next 
chief minister was a greater tragedy 
than the accident itself! 





Phil Ryan, a science teacher in 
Liverpool, Britain, put on an uct to 
entertain the pupils of his class. One 
student, using his mobile secret! 

*¥,.Rojasekhara filmed the ‘chicken dance’ 
spelling mistakes and Reddy __ performed by his teacher 
grammatical errors, A and put it on the internet! It 
noble thought indeed! becume a big hit and the 
Unfortunately the guide he entire community was 
prepared for this purpose buzz. with the news! A 
had so many spelling and ging debate ensued 
grammatical errors that, among parents and school 
when distributed among authorities. Both the 
citizens they felt that the teacher and the student who 
education minister was in need of filmed his act came in for strong 
education! 




















A helicopter with 
Y,S.Rajasekhara Reddy, Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, crashed 
in the dense Nallamala forests, 
killing him and four others including 
the pilot. It was a great tragedy which 
could have been avoided. It was not 
a properly maintained aircraft and 
people concerned knew that the 
weather was bad. Moreover, it is said 
that the pilot was upset over certain 
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The threesome instantly switched 


off their torches and tip-toed out of 
the house and back to their own, all 
the time their hearts pounding with 
fear of being caught, But once safe 
home they heard Ruchi say that she 
spotted the Professor and his pets a 
kilometer away, down the 
straight road, and decided to warn 
them, It was a timely decision well 
executed, But the boys, especially 
Sham was disappointed at having 
missed the suitcase which was well 
within their reach, 
“Don't worry, we'll gothere again 
tomorrow.” Nikhil assured his 
friend. “This time we'll 
head stra 

















a 





ight to that room, The 
J LS). 
& 


cd I'm sure the suitcase holds the 
secret to Professor R.T’s queer 
behaviour and actions.” 

The second night, immediaiely 
after the clock struck twelve and 
Prof. R.T left with his two pets, the 
kids ventured out on their mission, 
Ruchi decid 
again as before. 

As the threesome entered into the 
forbidden house, they were now 
more comfortable and’at ease than 





gto keep vigil once 


before. Without wasting any time, 
they headed straight to the room with 
the half closed door 


Surprising 





y it was not a small 
space as they had expected but a 
huge hall. and before they could get 
used to the shadowy surroundings, 












70 GoKULAM October 200 


they spotted two pairs of 
beastly eyes staring at them in the 
dark, The trio almost dropped their 
torches as their legs began to 
tremble. 

Then came a low groan which 
grew steadily, and suddenly the 
monsters hurled themselves at the 
boys pinning them to the ground fat, 
Jyo began to scream as she ran 
helter-skelter and encountered a pair 
of flapping wings at the doorway. 
She too fell flat to the ground as the 
bird perched over her Victoriously. 

A streak of laser now dimly lit the 
hallway and the children could see 
each other clearly. Their hearts were 
pounding like never before. All the 
three were on the floor, the dog was 


Factor 


over Nikhil, the cat over Sham, the 
parrot over Jyo, And standing in front 
of them like a towering giant was 
Professor R.T,, swinging his walking 
stick, 

“My, my, my” They heard him 
speak for the first time and his voice 
sounded both soft and stern. “In 
what manner do I prosecute the 
lrespassers now?" He rubbed his 
bald head with one hand and raised 
the walking stick with the other. 

The pets instantly released the 





kids who now stood 
up gingerly and 
offered an apology, 

“We are sorry, 

Prof, R.T" Jyo was the first one to: 
confess, “I agree it's wrong on our 
part to intrude despite your warning, 
but then kids will be kids and I'm 
sure even you were like us when you 
were small.” 

The professor looked at her 
straight in the eye and said, “Aren’t 
you the same girl who called me a 
crack pot?” Before Jyo could forma 
suitable reply she heard the parrot 
repeat the entire conversation of the 
previous night, 

Oh Gosh! That was it! It was a 
talking parrot and it had memorized 

whatever the kids had conversed 

in the house yesterday and blurted 

itoutto her master once he arrived. 
That’s how Prof, R.T knew they 
would be back again tonight and had 
neatly organized the trap. 

“An amazing bird 1 must say,” 
Sham now tried to come to his 
sister's rescue, “yo in fuct wished 
for a similar one as a pet.” 

“She can have one very soon” and 
the professor laughed humourously 
much to the amazement of the kids. 

“But she'll have to be a part of 
‘my mission and help me out with my 


Geeta Canpadee 
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work” he quickly added. 

“What's your mission?” Sham 
asked curiously. “I don’t mind 
joining you.” 

“Well, it’s not as easy as you 
presume it to. be,” the 
Professor replied in a quiet voice. 
“But you may join provided you 
manage to crack my name. 
children raised their brows as the 
professor continued. “Let me 
know by day break what RT. 
stands for and you can all become 
my apprentices,” the professor 
challenged them. “Remember, 
not a second more than Sam."" 

“And now you are all free to 
go home,” he added, with 
another of those queer laughs. 

Jyo quickly got on to her feet 
and turned to leave but Sham 
hesitated a bit, looking all around if 
he could spot the suitcase anywhere 
and Nikhil, who had been silent all 
the while had one parting question 
to ask, 

“You are definitely not very old 
Prof R.T." He said rather boldly. 
“Why do you use a walking stick? 

“Well, that's the clue to my 
name.” The professor lifted the stick 
and rubbed his bald head once 
“Bring me the answer and you w 
have all your queries solved.” 

“Now get going smarties. you 
have just three more hours to 20, 
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that's it,” he concluded, rubbing his 
bald head one last time. 

Propelled by curiosity and the 
turge to solve the puzzle at any ccst, 
the kids rushed out of the room 
without a moment's delay and 
headed straight to where Ruchi was 
keeping a watch. They hastily 





Sot 
Professor 
RT... 


explained to her the happenings 
inside before getting down to 
cracking the challenge posed before 
them. 

1.” They wrote down the 
letters on a piece of paper and started 
to decipher it 





Coutd it be Railway Train? 
Round Table? Reverse Turn’? 
Tape? Road Trip? Rush Time? Rese 
Tulip? Ruby Trinket? Raspberry 





Tart? Runaway Toes? Rupee Tip? 
Roadside Tramp? Rude Tyrant? Rich 
Trump? Rheuma-Tics? Ricke-Tics? 
Or..or..of...is it Robo-Tics? 

“Yes, ROBOTICS!" Nik 
suddenly snapped his fingers with 
excitement. “Professor Robotics.” 
and as the other three attempted to 








see light in this new discovery 
Nikhil sunk his face into his cupped 
palms for a few minutes trying to 
piece one plus one together and solve 
the puzzle that had been bugging him 
ever since he encountered the 


professor and his pets. 

There was a triumphant smile 
spread across his face as he lifted it 
up and announced. 

“You know, the cat, the dog and 
the talking parrot —they are all robots 
and Professor R.T. is a Robotics 
Trainer.” 

“Oh my God!” the other three 
gasped open mouthed as they tried 
to visualize the real picture. 

Nikhil continued. “You see, the 
moment I saw Prof.R.T’s 
walking stick I kept wondering 
about it’s purpose because he is 
not old enough to need one and 
when the animals attacked us, 
observed that the professor was 
trying to control them with the 
help of the stick which he used 
“like a magic wand, Instantly 1 
smelt a rat and when I 
questioned him about the same, 
he said that the stick held the 
clue to his name. So, here we 
have Professor R.T, the Robot 
Trainer!” 
“Oh Gosh! What a find!" the 
Iscried out. “Those cute little 
pets nothing but robots!” and 
before they could begin to feel 
sentimental about the fact, Sham 
jumped up to say that they needed to 
rush now. It was already daybreak 
and they couldn't afford to be late 
The kids sprang up and hastened 
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to the forbidden house, but to their 
disappointment there was nobody 
inside. The Professor had left along 
with his walking stick and the three 
little Robots. But then he had lett his 
suitcase behind with a note which 
said, 
“Sorry friends, you were five 
minutes late but in the world I live, 
every second counts. I know you are 
smart kids and would have cracked 
my name and profession by now. I'm 
therefore, leaving behind a suitcase 
full of inventions for you to explore, 
and if ever I want to contact you I 
shall do so through this valise itself. 
So, take care of it and goodbye!” 
“Oh God, now 
that he is gone I 
wish he was here 
with us,” Sham 
muttered, 
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fumbling through the books and 
gets and implements inside the 


suitcase. “There’s so much of stuff 
in here which we haven't even seen 
or heard of.” 

“That's what Professor R.T wants 


us to do—Explore!” Nikhil clarified, 
his eyes already twinkling with 
amazement. “He wants us to work 
hard, develop our scientific skills and 
become his apprentice someday" 
Well, I hope the day is not far 
off,” Sham remarked as the other 
three nodded their heads in 
agreement 
They walked back to their 
respective houses to begin their 
lessons from the suitcase right away 
and to look forward to Professor R.T. 
contacting them, socner 
than later. 













Tam thirteen years old and four 
‘feet nine inches in height. I want 
to grow tall, My friends advised me 
to swim, cycle and drink health 
supplements every day. Will these 
help? Can you suggest some more 
ways to increase my height? 

- Aditi Ravi, Std.VII1, 
Venkat International Public 
School, Bengalooru 








The length of your bones 
decides your height, and for 
bones to grow well you should 
increase the intake of green 
vegetables and minerals 


I WANT TO 


J 


Regarding 
p Fe 
normal exercises | 
will do. You need 
not over tire yourself 
with too much of the same. 





sical activit 





of 
nes also play a vital role 
mining your height. If your 
aandparents are short 
then your chances of growing tall are 








parent 








comparative 
condition: 
drink any energy supplements, 
Energy drinks are needed only if 


Dr.N.A.Jayavelan 
as told to G.S.S. 


less. If your health 
normal you need not 






















os 


your body is suffering from any 
deficiency. 


My mother says that shampoos 
are made from harmful chemicals. 
Hence, she is advising me to use 
shikakai. But I don’t want to use 
it, Which is better for the hair, 
shampoo or shikakai? 

- SSoundarya, Std.VI1, 
St.Andrew’s School, 
Secunderabad 


Shikakai powder is definitely 
better for the hair as itis groune by 
mixing natural ingredients. While 
most of the shampoos contain 
harmful and harsh chemicals, some 
of them do contain proteins and fruit 
extracts but in limited proportion. Of 
course, it is definitely easier and 
quicker to wash hair with shampoos 
in comparison to shikakai. May be 
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axe you could use both alternately, 


Recently I read in an article 
that drinking fruit juices will meke 
us fat. Is it true? Can you please 
tell me more about this? 
~ Anupya Choudary, 

Std.V1, 
RIS, Mumbai 


Drinking fruit juices does 
not make anybody fat. Fruits juices 
contain plenty of minerals and 
vitamins, However, for example, if 
your body requires 2000 calories end 
you have already taken inputs 
equaling the same and if you further 
rink fruit juices, the extra calories 
if taken regularly will increase your 
weight. It is not the fruit juice but 
the intake of extra calories which 
will lead to weight gain. But school 
going children who are active and 
play regularly need not worry about 
calories. 


















Whenever 1 study in front of 
bright light, my eyes secrete tears. 
Is something wrong with my eyes? 
What should I do to improve the 
health of my eyes? 

~ Balaji Venkatesan, 
Std.VI, Model English School, 
Mumbai 


You should never ever read with 
bright light falling directly on your 
eyes. If you do not stop this with 
immediate effect, there will be 
Constant pain as well as secretions 
from your eyes. Adequate light is 
enough. Study ina well lit room and 
keep your books at arms length. 
Also, visit an eye specialist and 
undergo a thorough check up to find 
out if you are suffering from any 
other problems. 


Whenever I start studying, 1 
develop a headache. I get 
diverted too. Please suggest some 


ideas to help me out of this 
problem. 

+ VManjari, Std.1X, 

Sainik School, 

Korukonda, 

Andhra Pradesh 


One of the main reasons for 
developing a headache is eye 
strain, In all probability, you may 

require a pair of glasses. So do check 
if your vision is normal. Also, 
psychology suggests that if you do 
not like what you read, then you may 
develop a headache. So start liking 
all your subjects. Do not view as a 
burden. Take a ten minute break 
every half-an-hour and chat with 
your friends or your siblings and 
come back to your books with 
renewed vigour and energy. 











One day, Letje Raebel, a young Letje, picked up the doll and thes, 
Dutch mother bought a doll for her started a life long attraction and 
little daughter, Marina, This was in fascination towards it. The doll was 
the early 1960's, Marina was not none other than the gorgeous 
very keen on playing with Barbie’ and Letje became one of the 


it and threw it out of her I fi 


playroom. Her mother, 
foremost private 


collectors of this 
beautiful doll who 
has been every little 
girl's most prized 
possession, Letie 
was simp y 
mesmerized by 
Barbie's changing 
hairstyles ard 
wardrobe ard 
collected over four 
thousand Barbie 
dolls over a 

of forty 
Unfortunately she 



































contracted 
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Alzheimer’s disease and stopped 4 
collecting the dolls in 2002. But 
her collection of Barbie dolls 
covered almost the entire range 
and was one of the largest private horse named Dancer and other 
collections in the whole world. than this, she has had a number of 
This huge collection was pels including dogs, cats, parrot, 
uctioned by the famous chimpanzee, panda, giraff 
auctioneers, ‘Christies’ and zebra and even a lion cub! 
+ M.GManjari, Std.X, 
Montfort Centenary 


5 Academy MH 
i Y 
PAvTROMS Palayaseeveram, TN 
fetched a whopping amount of more 
than one crore rupees! 









Krissy and her 
best friend is 
Midge. Her 
first pet was a 






















Some Interesting 
Fact 





The first Barbie 
doll wore a black and 
white zebra. striped 
bathing suit, open toed 
sandals, sunglasses and earrings / 
andhada pony tail anda fashionable je 
hand bag with her, This was inthe 
yeur 1959, And today, Barbie is 
celebrating her 50" birthday! 


Barbie's clothes are available in 
all sizes through out the world and 
her hairstyle is adopted by millions 
of girls, 


Barbie has five sisters including 
Skipper, Tutti, Stacie, Kelly and 
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For the past one week | hava 
been teaching Billu how to work on 
the computer. | want him to be 
computer savvy. 


Asan 
assignment 
Thave asked 
him to scan any 
file and put up 
the print out on 
‘our notice 


Hey! Don't you 
think | have done 
a great job? 


Wttichudii 


Concept, Pictures: |@ 
PILLAI 


to me, ho 

knows how to 

scan and take 
print outs. 


Tam working as per Jill's 
Instructions. | am sure she 
is going to be thrilled when 
Ishe sees this on the 

notice board, 


‘Oh no! I shoud] 
ot have taugiht 
Billu how to scan. 
It's my markshost 
that’s on public| 





























Mahima Rajput, 
a UN ‘Std. Vil, 
i: K.V.I.G School, 
Chennai. 








irs a run evenns roe ean | 

IANO srry as Tey ay 

lrooreaic with Tren reeNos 
"HaMPone 


fie os easn To ne sroeer|| 

















